EQUALITY AND KNOWLEDGE

his mind, heart and spirit being firmly founded in
self-knowledge,  gata-sangasya  jndnd-vasthita-cetasah.
All his work disappears completely as soon as done,
suffers layciy as one might say, in the being of the
Brahman, praviliyate; it has no reactionary conse-
quence on the soul of the apparent doer. The work is
done by the Lord through his Nature, it is no longer
personal to the human instrument. The work itself
becomes but power of the nature and substance of the
being of the Brahman.

It is in this sense that the Gita is speaking when
it says that all the totality of work finds its completion,
culmination, end in knowledge, sarvam karmdkhilam
jndne parimmdpyate. "As a fire kindled turns to ashes
its fuel, so the fire of knowledge turns all works to
ashes." By this it is not at all meant that when
knowledge is complete, there is cessation from works.
What is meant is made clear by the Gita when it says
that he who has destroyed all doubt by knowledge and
has by Yoga given up all works and is in possession of
the Self is not bound by his works, yoga-samnyasta-
karrnanam dtmavantam na karm.dni nibadhnanti, and
that he whose self has become the self of all existences,
acts and yet is not affected by his works, is not caught
in them, receives from them no soul-ensnaring reaction,
kurvann api na lipyale. Therefore, it says, the Yoga
of works is better than the physical renunciation of
works, because, while Sannyasa is difficult for embodied
beings who must do works so long as they are in the
body, Yoga of works is entirely sufficient and it rapidly
and easily brings the soul to Brahman. That Yoga of
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